
Mere Green Primary School SEND Information Report  
 

 
How does the school identify when a child has additional learning needs and how will 
Parents be informed? 
 
The school takes a graduated response in identifying children with additional needs, with a key focus 

on early identification where possible. 

Your child’s progress will be tracked through teacher assessments. If your child is not making 

expected progress the class teacher will discuss this with you and will differentiate their teaching / 

provide additional resources to try and meet your child’s needs. If your child continues to make slow 

progress they may be supported through a specific intervention program. 

The school has a bank of assessment tools which enable us to identify your child’s specific needs. We 

can use this information to plan how best to support your child in class and if necessary to design an 

intervention program for them. Your child’s needs may be recorded in a single page profile. 

The school may seek additional support in identifying your child’s additional needs with outside 

agencies such as Pupil and School Support (PSS); Avril Bull, Communication and Autism Team (CAT); 

Mark Hill and our Educational Psychologist (EP); Anita Soni. 

 

Most children’s needs can be met through the services provided within the Birmingham local offer 

https://www.localofferbirmingham.co.uk, however should your child require additional support we 

may seek to apply for an education, health and care plan (EHCP). 

Parents and carers know their children well. We want to hear from you if you have any concerns 

about your child. Please talk to your child’s class teacher, the SENDCo, or a member of the pastoral 

team for further support. 

 

What are the kinds of SEND that are provided for at Mere Green?  
 
Our school currently provides additional and/or different provision for a range of needs, including: 

 Communication and Interaction – for example Autism Spectrum Condition, Asperger’s 

Syndrome, Speech and Language difficulties. 

 Cognition and Learning, for example dyslexia, dyspraxia. 

  Social, Emotional and Mental Health difficulties – for example attention deficit 

hyperactivity disorder (ADHD). 

 Sensory and/or Physical needs – for example visual impairments, hearing impairments, 

processing difficulties, epilepsy, children using mobility aids.  

 Moderate and multiple learning difficulties. 

 

We work closely with outsides agencies in order to best support children who may be classified in 

one or more of the above. Before referring your child to one of these services we will discuss the 

referral with you first and importantly gain your parental permission. These include: 

 

 Educational Psychology 

 Counselling service ‘Beyond the Horizon’  

 Communication and Autism Team (CAT)  

https://www.localofferbirmingham.co.uk/


 Pupil and School Support (PSS)  

 Visual impairment Team (VI)  

 Hearing Impairment Team (HI)  

 Physical disabilities and sensory support service (PDSS)  

 Speech and language therapy service (SLT or SALT) 

 

For more information about Local Authority SEND support teams and services visit 

https://accesstoeducation.birmingham.gov.uk 

 

 

What support could be given to my child? 

 

At Mere Green our aim is to provide personalised support tailored to each individuals needs. Where 

possible we try to ensure this support is provided within children’s day to day classroom learning 

experiences. This is typically though scaffolding of learning aims and materials. 

Sometimes children require additional support through the form of intervention groups. These may 

be delivered additional to the curriculum by their teacher, the pastoral team, or a member of the 

support staff. 

 

Some of the intervention programs used include 

 

Reading, writing and maths: 

Precision teaching  

Word Wasp and Hornet for reading and spelling  

Cued spelling  

Ruth Miskin – Read Write Inc  

Project Code X – reading program 

Dancing bears - reading program 

Nessy – reading and writing  

Power of 2 and 3 – maths program  

 

Sensory/Physical and Social, emotional and mental health:  

Fine motor skills 

Gross motor skills 

Lego therapy  

Social skills groups 

ELSA materials  

Personalised 1:1 mentoring, or group mentoring 

THRIVE approach 

 

Adaptations to the curriculum and learning environment 
 
We adopt a proactive approach in providing an enabling environment for every pupil. Additional 
information can also be found in our Accessibility Plan and School Behaviour Policy. Alongside and in 
conjunction with this we: 

https://accesstoeducation.birmingham.gov.uk/


 Scaffold learning within our curriculum to ensure all pupils are able to access it. 

 Adapt our resources and staffing 

 Use recommended aids such as media, overlays, visual timetables, larger fonts etc 

 Adapting and personalising our teaching, for example, giving longer processing time, pre-
teaching of key vocabulary, reading instructions aloud, breaking tasks down into small steps 
etc 

 
 

How will school inform me of my child’s needs and progress?  
 
We will have early discussions with pupils and parents when identifying whether they need special 

educational provision. These conversations ensure that: 

 Everyone develops a good understanding of the pupil’s areas of strengths and difficulties. 

 We take into account the parents’ concerns. 

 Everyone understands the agreed outcomes sought for the child.  Everyone is clear on what 

the next steps are. 

 Notes of discussions are added to the pupil’s records and available to parents on request.  

 
Parents are notified, usually verbally in the first instance, when it is decided that a pupil will receive 
SEND support and be added to the SEND register. 
 
 Assessing and Reviewing Pupils’ Progress towards Outcomes:  
 
We follow a graduated response and utilise the ‘assess, plan, do, review’ approach. Class teachers, 
supported by the SENCo, complete an analysis of the pupil’s needs which draws on: 

 Teacher assessment and experience of the pupil. 

 Previous progress, attainment and behaviour. 

 Other teachers’ assessments where relevant. 

 The individual pupil’s development in comparison to their peers and national expectations. 

 The views and experiences of the parents. 

 The pupil’s own views. 

  Advice from external support services and agencies, where relevant. 
 
Assessments are undertaken and reviewed regularly, and may be both formal and informal in 
nature. All staff working with the pupil will be made aware of their needs, the outcomes sought, the 
support provided and any teaching strategies or approaches that may be required. These may also 
be recorded as part of a single page profile or SEND plan. We will regularly review the effectiveness 
of the support and interventions and their impact on the pupil’s progress and this is formally 
reviewed with the SENCO each term.  
 

How will I know how my child is doing? 
You will be invited to attend a parent’s evening appointment with your child’s class teacher each 
term.  
Outside of this, staff may ask to meet with you to discuss your child’s needs/progress or provision 
they have put in place top support your child. You may also request a meeting with staff through 
contacting the school office in the first instance.  
 
If your child needs additional provision or strategies to meet their needs, these will be recorded 
within a SEND support plan. This comprises of: 

1. One page profile 



2. A SEND support plan  
3. 3.Birmingham literacy and maths Toolkits.  
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Each child’s SEND profile will be shared with parents via email following a formal review each term. 
You are then invited to comment/make amendments through contacting the class teacher.  

 
 
 
How does the school enable Pupils with SEND to engage in extra curricular activities 
available to those in the school who do not have SEND: 

 All of our extra-curricular activities and school visits are available to all pupils. 

 All pupils are encouraged to go on our residential trips. 

  All pupils are encouraged to take part in sports days, school plays/productions/workshops 
etc. 

 
No pupil is excluded from taking part in these activities because of their SEN need or disability. 
We operate a policy of co-operation with parents and carers in ensuring that we are able to 
provide appropriate reasonable adjustments for those pupils who have a requirement. 

 
 
What training have the staff, supporting children and young people with SEND, had or are 
having? 
 
Each class staff member attends a CPD session each week. These sessions will have a focus 
on SEND at least twice per term, with a minimum of 6 CPD sessions across the year having a 
SEND focus.  
 
During the academic years 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 staff have had/will be having training 
provided by the SENCO and external providers within the following areas: 

- Dyslexia (delivered by pupil and school support and SENCo) 
- Autism (delivered by CAT) 
- ADHD (delivered by Educational psychology) 
- Emotion coaching (delivered by Educational psychology and SENCo) 
- Restorative Justice (delivered by SENCo, Educational psychology, Restorative Justice 

outsourced company)  
- Sensory needs (delivered by independent Sensory specialist)  
- Bespoke training for specific staff for manual handling, physio and medical needs 

training 
- Bespoke training for staff from speech and language therapy  
- Makaton training for EYFS staff  

 
The school has a qualified SENCO who gained the National SENCo award in 2012. The SENCo 
is also ELKLAN trained.  
 
The school has a learning mentor who has received THRIVE training. The school also has a 
TA who is a qualified ELSA and dyslexia specialist.  
 
 
 
 



How will the school prepare and support my child to join the school, transfer to a new 
school or the next stage of education and life? 
 
Before starting school: 
Children joining Mere Green with an already identified SEND will receive the following 
where suitable: 

- A home visit from the class teacher/SENCO/Assistant head teacher/pastoral lead 
- A transition booklet with photos detailing key information such as the uniform, their 

new class, key areas of school such as the dinner hall, playground and toilets etc  
- A personalised letter from their new class teacher with details about them 
- A transition meeting with current setting staff and parents and the option of a 

transition session(s) 
 
On leaving the school: 

- Key information such as SEND support plans, Safeguarding records, outside agency 
report will be shared with the receiving school. 

- A transition meeting with receiving school and parents will be held  
- If necessary to support successful transition, a member of school staff will visit new 

school and attend some sessions for the first week with the child to settle them in. 
 
Children transitioning to secondary school: 

- The Year 6 cohort are screened into 3 levels of need – those needing level 1 universal 
transition support, those needing level 2 transition support (which includes extra 
transition sessions and meetings with receiving secondary school) and those needing 
level 3 transition support (personalised support which may include visits to 
secondary school with a member of Mere Green staff, extra meetings with 
secondary school staff at Mere Green for pupil/parent to ask questions, secondary 
staff attending EHCP or SEND plan review, 1:1 mentoring sessions I.e, to explore 
secondary timetable, the school website, rehearse a typical day and what resources 
will be needed etc) 

 
 
How does the school support Emotional, behavioural and Social Development?  
 

We have a large pastoral team consisting of a family support worker and learning mentors. One of 

our mentors is THRIVE trained and we have a teaching assistant who is an ELSA.  

 

What is a Mentor? 

A mentor is someone in school that works with children on a 1:1 or small group basis both in and out 

of the classroom environment. The aim is to support various areas including: Personal, Social or 

Educational needs - these can include Withdrawn Behaviour, Confidence, Isolation from Peers, Loss, 

Organisation, Classroom Disruption to name but a few. 

 

Why has my child been identified for Mentoring? 

There are many reasons for a child being mentored; these could include raising a child’s confidence, 

support if a close family member is seriously ill, if attendance is low, falling out with social peer 



group, or even if a child’s behaviour is causing concerns. There are many reasons for a child to need 

some type of mentoring. A child’s need for mentoring may have been identified by a school staff 

member, or parents are able to directly refer to the pastoral team. 

Your child’s mentor will contact you to discuss the referral and what they plan to do to support your 

child. Your child’s mentor will contact you at regular intervals to discuss your child’s progress and 

when mentoring comes to an end. 

 

How can I contact the pastoral leader? 

 

The pastoral leader and family support worker is  

Ranjan Hoath  

r.hoath@meregrn.bham.sch.uk 

 0121 3081384  

 

What if I don’t want my child to be mentored? 

That is your choice; we can only work with a child one to one, if you (the parent) give your 

permission. You have the right to Refuse your child a mentor if you wish – but our intentions are 

always to help the child in achieving their potential.  

 

 

 


